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Members Present:   Mr Bullock, Mr Wilson, Mr Dean, Mr C. Smith, Mr Eason, Mrs Roman, Mr Hames, Mr 

Ward 

In Attendance:  Mr Prokopa, Dr Hall, Mrs Lumby, Rachel Williams; Eason Pharmacy, Liann Brookes-

Smith; Staffordshire  Public Health,  Sam Buckingham; S&S CCG 

In the Chair:  Mr Bullock 

 
Business Agenda 

814-1 Welcome and Apologies 

Mr Bullock welcomed Rachel Williams, Liann Brookes-Smith and Sam Buckingham to the 

meeting. Apologies had been received from Mrs Chahal, Mr Siswick and Mr D. Smith. Mr 

Prokopa explained that Elaine Evers from Lichpharm is replacing Phil Galt on the LPC but 

was unfortunately unable to attend the August meeting. We also expect Garry Newman to 

be the replacement for Darren Jones, but this hasn’t been confirmed. 

814-2 Minutes 
The open minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 16th July 2014 were approved, as 

amended proposed Mr Ward and seconded Mr Hames. The Closed minutes were 

approved; as amended proposed Mr Hames and seconded Mr Ward. 

814-3 Matters Arising 
Mr Dean enquired about the proposal from the Accountants based at Meeson House. Mr 

Prokopa explained that he had spoken briefly to the Accountants, but currently on holiday, 

expectation is that the costs will be similar.  Mr Dean also enquired about the query Mr C. 

Smith had raised at the last meeting regarding the New Adult drug and alcohol treatment 

contract and that there seemed to be a change in emphasis and that Mr C. Smith felt it 

would be helpful to have one of the clinical Consultants attend, to explain the new 

treatment rationale. Mr Prokopa explained that Chris Judge has been on annual leave but 

will contact again and invite to a future LPC meeting.  

814-4 Communications 
To receive correspondence listed in Appendix 1, members had no further questions 

814-5 Finance 
Mrs Lumby had distributed the accounts prior to the LPC meeting, members had no further 

questions.  Mrs Lumby explained that as she had only recently received the Chlamydia 

stats and due to annual leave, payment will be made early September. 

814-6 Meetings Reports 
Mr Bullock asked if members had any questions on the meeting reports.  

LPN Board Meeting - Mr Dean enquired about the note - ‘Agenda item for discussion of 

signposting leaflet at August LPC’. Leaflet for secondary care to sign post patients to 

community pharmacy was to have been circulated, Dr Hall to chase this up and circulate.   

SES&SP CCG Meeting - Mr Dean was concerned that the CCG felt that the Minor Ailments, 

Winter Pressures schemes and Emergency Supply services had not produced great 

outcomes locally and questioned whether it will be commissioned this winter. Dr Hall 

reported that they had explained that they had provided evidence of the positive 

outcomes feedback from PharmOutcomes. Mrs Buckingham reported that they had taken 

the feedback report that Dr Hall had provided to the S&S board and that they are in 

support of the scheme, but feel that the services need to be well promoted in advance. Mr 

Prokopa highlighted that the advantage this year is that Mani will have the opportunity to 

plan ahead and get a paper to the AT to fund it again together with evidence from the 

scheme so far. Mr Wilson enquired whether they appreciated the value of the ES service. 
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Mr Prokopa explained that the number of people who would have attended an out of 

hour’s service, either walk in centre or A&E, proved that the service has paid for itself. 

Additionally the feedback shows that a number of patients leave ordering their repeat 

medication until too late, which highlights the need for patient education. Ms Brookes-

Smith asked if she could have a copy of the Winter Pressures feedback report. Dr Hall to 

forward a copy of the report to Ms Brookes-Smith.  

Mr Bullock enquired about the note on quality of prescribing and how can communications 

with Community Pharmacists can be improved and asked if this relates to anything in 

particular? Mr Prokopa explained that this was a general issue from the GPs point of view 

about how we can improve communications between GPs and Pharmacists.  

814-7 Commissioner Reports 
NHS England Area Team; CCGs; Public Health  
Ms Brookes-Smith explained that as a new member of the PH team she had nothing 

specific to report to the LPC meeting today.  Mr Prokopa enquired as to what would be her 

main area of expertises and Ms Brookes-Smith explained that she has been allocated - Best 

Start as her specialist area and that the Director of PH in Staffordshire is keen that all 

members of the team should be able to move across areas when and if required.  Ms 

Brookes-Smith was happy to take questions and take notes to take back and source 

answers. Dr Hall mentioned the Healthy Start Vitamins project and that the LPC are keen to 

get this into Pharmacy, but have been hampered by the wholesale licence.  

Ms Buckingham reported that currently Stafford and Cannock CCG are working together 

and East Staffs and South East Staffs CCG are working together. What they are trying to do 

now is bring some of these resources back together to ensure they are working effectively 

across Staffordshire and not duplicating work.  The area prescribing group are looking at 

having a joint medicine management QIPP plan going forward, which will help to 

standardise approach to Pharmacies in the area. Ms Buckingham reported that In Stafford 

and Cannock they are implementing Electronic Prescribing Service release 2 and the first 

Practice will go live with EPS r2 in Stafford on 15th September and in Cannock in November 

and possibly January. They are arranging LPC events for Stafford and Cannock Pharmacies 

and are continuing to have meetings with the practices. As Pharmacies are the key to this, 

they are organising business continuity change meeting to which they invite the top 5 

highest volume local pharmacies to discuss what’s going to happen on go live date. Mr C. 

Smith enquired whether they will have set policies as they have had issues in other areas 

with prescribing controlled drugs. He explained that that the practices in Derbyshire 

decided on a policy where if a patient is on prescribed controlled drugs then there drugs 

are not dispensed through EPS.  Mr Dean stressed the need for all Doctors in the practice 

to use EPS. Ms Buckingham assured members that if a practice signs up to EPS then all GPs 

in the practice would agree to use EPS. Mr Prokopa pointed out the importance of the 

nomination policy and that the patient needs to sign up to a pharmacy prior to EPS going 

live and as nominations can be changed by any pharmacy there is a requirement for robust 

practice sign up procedures to be in place. Mr Dean highlighted that if Pharmacies are in a 

situation where they are able to use EPS r1 then that means that their systems are 

capturing the NHS numbers, which makes getting the nominations processed much easier.  

Mr Ward asked that when promoting the use of EPS, they promote the use of repeat 

prescriptions. Ms Buckingham agreed that this is something they will be promoting in the 

future. Mr Eason highlighted that some Practices maybe under the impression they will get 

notification of not dispensed items with EPS r2, but this is not the case as Pharmacies 

cannot send messages to GPs only GPs can send message to Pharmacies. 

Ms Buckingham’s final item was the Flu Service, explaining that although she had not 

received any concerns from GPs in Staffordshire, she was aware of concern from GPs in 

other areas about being left with unused stock. Mr Prokopa reported that there is no 
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evidence from other areas that GPs are left with stock Dr Hall highlighted that Pharmacies 

work will be opportunistic and not to take patients away from GP practices.  Mr Prokopa 

noted the positive response from a Rugeley practice, expressing the desire to work with 

Pharmacies to ensure that targets are reached.  

Mr Prokopa reported that he had not received an update from the Area Team. 

 
Strategy Agenda 

814-8 Quality and Performance 
a) Extending the scope of the Electronic Prescription Service – to include CD prescriptions 
(both NHS & private) – consultation until 8th October. 
Mr Prokopa reported that the DH has published a consultation that seeks views on the NHS 

electronic prescribing for CDs and that the DH is also asking whether these proposals 

should extend to private care. Asked if members wanted to address this at the September 

meeting or if members wanted to submit their own views, or a combination of both. 

Members decided that this proposal should be broadly supported and would recommend 

that contractors do likewise. Mr Prokopa to publicise consultation again via Newsletter and 

publicise comments re dose coding not part of EPSR2 so may cause problems for CDs and 

circulate response to members before submission.   

b) EMA Review of Emergency Contraception and Weight 

Mr Prokopa reported that the EMA had completed its review of emergency contraceptives 

containing levonorgestrel or ulipristal acetate to assess whether the effectiveness of 

Levonelle and ellaOne was reduced with increased body weight. They concluded that 

based on the data available, the benefits of using these emergency contraceptives remains 

positive and it cannot be concluded that body weight has an impact on the effectiveness of 

these widely used medicine 

814-9 Commissioning and Service 
a) Flu Service 

Discussed previously in the agenda.  Mr Prokopa reported that we originally booked 6 

training event but we only have enough people for 4 of the events; therefore we have 

cancelled the events in Shrewsbury and in Stafford. We have 12 or more participants 

booked to attend the other 4 training events, which was Novartis requirement to run the 

training event. The SLA is available on the website for pharmacies to sign and return to the 

AT. Mr Dean enquired about mapping and if any areas are not covered. He suggested that 

if we are aware of an area which is not covered then may be this can be addressed using 

the buddy system to encourage Pharmacy take up.  Mr Prokopa to look into this.  Mr 

Prokopa explained that the closing date on the forms was to ensure we received the forms 

promptly but appreciate that contractors may be on holiday, so continuing to except forms 

and will try to get contractors booked on training. Mr Prokopa reported that there is a go 

live date of 1st September, which will depend on contractors having completed their 

training and the stock been available. Mr Eason explained that there are 2 vaccines that 

you can order and one is for under 18’s and that in order to be able to give the vaccine you 

have to have done a certain number of vaccines in the previous year.  Although we are not 

offering vaccinations to the under 18’s, GPs can do as a private vaccination.  Dr Hall to 

clarify the difference between the PGD from Novartis for private vaccinations and the 

distinction between the NHS ones in relation to the training. 

b) CPPE – Declaration of Competence 

Dr Hall passed round a document produced by CPPE for declarations of competence for 

members to look at.  There are declarations for all services, which commissioners may be 

interested in using. 

http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/news/2014/07/news_detail_002145.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac058004d5c1
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/news/2014/07/news_detail_002145.jsp&mid=WC0b01ac058004d5c1
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814-10 Regulation 
a) Doctors together LLP T/A Doctors Chemists in respect of distance selling premises – not 

to be determined due to requested information not being supplied 

Mr Prokopa reported that with regard to the Doctors together LLP T/A Doctors Chemist 

application for a distance selling pharmacy in Lichfield, the AT had requested further 

information, which they haven’t received and on these grounds the application has been 

withdrawn. 

b) Unforeseen Benefits application by HealthVillage Plus in Willenhall  

Mr Prokopa reported that the application offering to meet an identified current need at 34 

Nottingham Drive, Willenhall, WV12 5TL by Healthvillageplus Limited has been refused  

A further 2 cross boarder applications in Dovecotes Housing Estate, Pendeford, have been 

refused, the application by Imann Ltd has been appealed. The outstanding appeal 

application by Jhoots Healthcare Ltd in Sutton Colefield, where the preliminary application 

offering unforeseen benefits was refused and then appealed, we are still awaiting the 

outcome for. 

814-11 Information 
a) Regional Voices' Who's Who Guides to the Regions 

Mr Prokopa reported that the CCA and Pharmacy voice have shared a document with all 

the contacts on. The information in the Who’s Who Guide, a list of all commissioners etc.  

Mr Dean asked how they intended to keep this up to date, Mr Prokopa to confirm source 

of Regional voices and info and circulate to members.  

Dr Hall reported that there will be a change to the AT as Dr Sultan Mahmud is moving to 

Cannock Hospital.  

Mr Wilson asked if the MM team were aware of the changes of status for sildenafil and 

clarified that this means that generically written prescriptions no longer require the 

prescriber to annotate them with the letters ‘SLS’ . Additionally asked whether they will be 

encouraging GPs to switch their private patients to NHS prescriptions.  Ms Buckingham 

explained that they have informed GPs of the changes,  but they are a little unsure because 

there is a cost of private prescription compared with NHS prescription for the small 

amount of patients who pay for prescriptions, so are just awaiting clarification on this.  Mr 

Prokopa highlighted the issue of prescribing privately for NHS patients where medication is 

available. Mrs Buckingham explained that there is no clear guidance, so they are waiting 

for the DH to come back on this. 

 

814-15 Any Other Business 

Mr Wilson asked if there had been any response from the Drug action team regarding the 

wording on the prescriptions. Mr Prokopa to contact Chris Judge at ADS about FP10 MDA 

wording. 

Mr Hames enquired about asthma MURs+ and Dr Hall explained that they are looking at 

ways to reinvigorate the project.   

Dr Hall reported that she has been asked to attend Dementia Cafes to discuss 

management of medicines.  Asked if any members were available to attend as she is 

unable to attend all meetings.  Mr Prokopa to mention in the Newsletter. 

Dr Hall explained that in Codsall they are promoting a Let’s Work together Drop in Day and 

want local service providers to attend to talk to people, wondered if we could get local 

pharmacies involved. 

Dr Hall reported that the HLP questionnaire on PharmOutcomes has generated a 42% 

return rate compared to last year’s survey where we got 20% feedback. Asked questions 

about what support they get and what support they require going forward. 

Dr Hall highlighted the CPPE training events with free leadership training taking place at 

Lichfield and Keele. Mrs Roman enquired about CPPE training in her locality. Dr Hall 
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explained that she does not cover the Wolverhampton area, but that CPPE have tried to 

run events in other localities and sometimes there is very little take up. She asked that if 

members have a number of people interested in attending then can they email their local 

tutor to enquire whether training can be set-up.  Additionally contractors can do a lot of 

training online using the learning community. Dr Hall to mention in the Newsletter the 

opportunity to set up a CPPE learning community. 

Mr Dean enquired about schools being able to obtain salbutamol inhalers following a 

recent announcement in a NHS medicine update. Mr Prokopa to investigate 

schools/salbutamol proposal and report to LPC members. 

Mr Dean enquired about public awareness of disposing of unused medication safely and 

who to speak to about getting the getting the message out to the public. Dr Hall suggested 

contacting Claire Dearden; SS&S CCG as she is looking at ways to raise public awareness of 

medicine waste. 

Mr Eason enquired about the morning after pill being on ScriptSwitch. Mr Prokopa to 

investigate use of ScriptSwitch to change from generic levonorgestral or levonelle to 

Upostelle and repeat message about involving LPC in decisions.  Also enquired about the 

list of the local schemes as only listed as local scheme payments 1, 2 and 3. Mr Prokopa to 

seek clarity from Andy Pickard regarding  FP34 Local scheme payment sources and put 

details on website, PharmOutcomes and in the Newsletter 

Mr Prokopa explained that he has revisited the Buddy list due to changes in members and 

has targeted them at the member’s local groups or company groups.  Will distribute for 

approval. 

Mr Prokopa reported that as instructed we have looked at other quotes from other 

insurance providers for comparison with the renewal quote received from the NPA. He 

explained that we have received a couple of alternatives, one from Newmark, which is 

about the same price, but offers better cover and the other quote from Towergate, which 

again is a better policy, but at a greater cost. Mr Prokopa explained that we have a 14 day 

extension on the NPA policy to enable us to reach an agreement at the LPC meeting today. 

Members agreed unanimously to except the  insurance policy from Newmark 

 Next Meeting 
Wednesday 10th September – Annual Meeting at 1.30pm prompt followed by LPC meeting 

in the Meeting Room of Burntwood Library, Sankeys Corner, Bridge Cross Rd, Burntwood 

WS7 2BX  

 

LPC Meeting – Wednesday 13th August 2014              Agenda items in BOLD 

Appendix 1 - Communications Report 

 

4.1 NHSE AT Communications 

Received 

a) 17/07/2014 – Helen Whitehouse – Re excepted application from Doctors together LLP T/A Doctors 

Chemists in respect of distance selling premises at unit 7 Titan Way, Britannia Enterprise Park, Lichfield. 

b) 25/07/2014 – No Significant change relocation for Dosthill Pharmacy, 57 High Street, Dosthill, 

Tamworth to Dosthill Pharmacy inside Dosthill Surgery, Cadogen Road, Dosthill. 

c) 06/08/2014 – Tracy Hipgrave – Application offering to meet an identified current need at 34 

Nottingham Drive, Willenhall, WV12 5TL by Healthvillageplus Limited 

 

4.2 PSNC Communications 

Received 

a) 22/07/2014– PSNC Newsletter: DH consults on including CDs in EPS; July CPN is now online; EMA Review 

of Emergency Contraception and weight 

b) 24/07/2014 – PSNC News Update: Further July 2014 price Concessions announced 
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c) 05/08/2014 – LPC Newsletter: PSNC Committee Meetings; Media Skills Training; Child flu vaccination 

scheme evaluation; New sexual health publications 

d) 11/08/2014 – PSNC Newsletter: Pharmacy role in post-discharge car; Change to Dexamfetamine 

5mg/5ml listing; SLS list revision; Carers Trust Survey 

 

4.3 Other Communications 

Received 

a) 28/07/2014 –Barrington’s Chartered Accountants – Welcome letter 

b) 05/08/2014 - Adrian Reeves Pharmacy Voice at the Autumn Party Conferences 

 

Appendix 2 – Meeting Reports 

Chief Operations Officer: 

a) 30/07/2014 – CD LIN Meeting 

b) 31/07/2014 – SES&SP CCG Meeting 

c) 31/07/2014 – LPN Board Meeting 

 

Service Development Officer: 

a) 05/08/2014 – Assistive Technology Meeting 

b) 07/08/2014 - Sexual Health Meeting 

 


