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Members Present:   Mr Bullock, Mr Wilson, Mr Dean, Mr Galt, Mrs Chahal, Mr Jones, Mr D. Smith, Mr 

Eason, Mr Hames, Mr Ward, Mr Insley  and Ms Roman 

In Attendance:  Mr Prokopa, Dr Hall, Mrs Lumby 

In the Chair:  Mr Bullock 

 
Business Agenda 

514-1 Welcome and Apologies 

Mr Wilson welcomed our new member Iuliana Roman from Lloyds Pharmacy, 

Wolverhampton Road, Codsall to the LPC Meeting.  Apologies were received from Mr 

Siswick and Mr C. Smith 

514-2 Minutes 
The minutes of the LPC Meeting on Wednesday 9th April were approved; proposed Mr Dean 

and seconded Mr Galt. The closed minutes were approved; proposed Mr Galt and seconded 

Mr Dean. 

514-3 Matters Arising 
Derbyshire Policies 
Mr Prokopa reported that following email correspondence with Mr Archer from Derbyshire 
LPC, he can confirm that they are happy for us to use the policy documents on repeat 
ordering and that they are currently working on the MDS document.  Mr Prokopa will 
discuss this document further with them, over the next couple of weeks.  Mr Prokopa will be 
meeting with Cannock CCG to discuss the issue of repeat ordering and will ask them to use 
the repeat ordering document. 
Sudafed issues 
Mr Prokopa thanked Mr Dean for reporting this issue, which has been passed to the CDAO. 
Market Entry Master classes 
Mr Prokopa explained that following the formation of the regulatory committee we now 
have dates for the PSNC regulations training, which are in September. Mr Prokopa reported 
that he still has a number of declarations of interest outstanding and asked that members 
submit these as soon as possible. Mr Prokopa to also email reminder to members regarding 
declaration of interest. 

514-4 Communications 
Received correspondence listed in Appendix 1, members had no further questions. 

514-5 Finance 
Mrs Lumby had issued the year to date accounts for the Business and Service Accounts and 

the Business accounts for April, prior to the meeting. The year to date business accounts 

included a list of member’s expenses and a breakdown of the miscellaneous items. Mrs 

Lumby explained that the Business accounts for April included a number of new nominals 

and asked if members had any questions? Members had no further questions.  

514-6 Meetings Report 
Mr Wilson asked if members had any questions on meeting attended by Officers. Members 

had no further questions. 

514-7 Commissioner Reports 
NHS England Area Team; CCGs; Public Health 
Nicky Chapman from South East Staffs and Seisdon CCG updated members on EPS Release 2, 
reporting that the next practice to go live would be Spires Practice in Lichfield and Burntwood 
on 20th May and that South East Staffs and Seisdon CCG have a further 8 practices going live 
over the next few months. Nicky explained that she has sent details of their go live pack, which 
lists what Pharmacies might like to do now and includes a link to the HSCIC website and 
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additional training resources. Mr Dean highlighted that his staff had had a number of issues 
with the new EPS R2 and that the process is taking them a lot longer. Mr Prokopa suggested 
that ideally the go live dates need to be staggered. Mr Eason highlighted the issue of not being 
able to change exemptions once the item has been dispensed. Mrs Chahal reported that they 
had noticed that a number of patients had been nominated elsewhere, even though they 
have never been to that Pharmacy. Mr Prokopa to highlight in the Newsletter and circulate 
programme of SES&S go-live dates to members. 
John Topham from Public Health reported that PH had not progressed any further to date 

with Pharmacy sexual health contracts, but a further meeting is planned with Dr Hall this 

Friday. He explained that a letter is to be sent out to inform the LPC of PH intentions to re-

commission a new integrated sexual health service through a prime provider in South Staffs 

with contracts starting from April 2015 and to advice of a Marketplace Event taking place on 

the 5th June at the National Memorial Arboretum in Alrewas. PH have asked the LPC to 

disseminate this to Pharmacist and Pharmacies in South Staffordshire.  Mr Prokopa 

explained that PH have written to inform us about their intentions to re-commission a new 

integrated sexual health service and that they would like to invite suitable and qualified 

organisations to be involved and encourage them to register an expression of interest for 

this procurement process. Mr Prokopa unfortunately will not be unable to attend the 

Market place event himself but Gill and Steve hope to attend as LPC representatives. Mr 

Smith asked when the current PGD expired. Dr Hall explained the current PGD runs till the 

end of September and the contract expires at the end of March. Mr Smith highlighted that 

the LPC need to be aware of the possibility of the PGD expiring before the new contract is in 

place resulting in a gap in services. Mr Prokopa to circulate information and agenda item on 

Sexual Health Tender Marketplace Event –for June LPC meeting. Mr Topham confirmed that 

the NHS health checks are under review at the moment and will advise when they have 

further information. 

514-8 Dementia Friends – Gill Hall 
Dr Hall explained that Dementia Friends is aimed at raising the awareness of dementia, with 

the aim is to get over 1 million dementia friends by 2015.  Dr Hall is a Dementia Champion 

which means that she has attended an all-day event, with the idea that as a Dementia 

Champion you will than run dementia awareness sessions. Dr Hall explained that we have 

put a bid in to try and get funding for dementia friends training sessions in every Pharmacy.  

Currently we do not have any funding for the training, but still keen to deliver the training in 

Pharmacies. Dr Hall delivered a short presentation on Dementia, explaining that people with 

dementia will lose their current memories first so will be living a life where their memories 

are from years ago and that we need to make adjustments, which are thought through to 

help people live safely. She explained that people with dementia will lose names and dates 

more quickly than emotions. May not remember the argument but will remember the 

emotions associated with the argument. May not remember people’s names and who they 

are but will remember the warmth of that person. Dr Hall explained that Dementia Friends 

is about emphasising that people can live well with dementia and we should view each 

person as an individual.  Within pharmacies the aim is to make pharmacy staff aware and 

encourage people to engage with people who are struggling.  Dr Hall highlighted that on the 

Alzheimer website there is some very useful fact sheets and that the dementia champion is 

a free one day course available for anyone to attend. Mr Prokopa asked that members let 

him know of staff doing Dementia Friends Champion training. 

 
Strategy Agenda 

514-9 Quality and Performance 
a) PSNC Pricing Audit Batch Result (May 2014) 
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Mr Prokopa reported that the PSNC Pricing Audit Centre had examined the prescriptions 

for May and had discovered an under payment of £103.45, which were mostly prescription 

charges.  

b) May 2014 Part VIIIB Changes 

Mr Prokopa highlighted the changes to the special tariff in May 

c) Round table Discussion - Reducing Waste 

Mr Prokopa explained that Claire Dearden had planned a waste campaign with stickers 

highlighting the cost of more expensive medication. The LPC had highlighted a few issues, 

critical treatment etc. Suggested that the base line cost to highlight expensive medication 

be raised to £100, but the MM team have decided to go with the base line of £30.  Mr 

Prokopa asked members to discuss in 3 small groups, what we can achieve to help the 

CCGs and add value to MUR’s and report back. 

Mr Wilson feedback that his group had discussed the benefits of leaflets and posters and 

the benefit of Domiciliary MURs to address issues such as hoarding medicines in the home. 

Nicky Chapman noted that Claire Deaden is working with the let’s work together team to 

highlight to pharmacist, where patients have issues with medication. Highlighted that we 

should be challenging patients requesting every item on the repeats. Discussed carers and 

family ordering for patients and may not be really sure what they need so ordering all 

items. Additionally where nursing homes are returning unused medicines and then re 

order all items, need a point of contact to inform MM team.  Suggested that prescribers 

should be encouraged to put doses on prescriptions to ensure pharmacies can identify how 

long Rxs should last, particularly for sip-feeds and insulin.  

Mr Prokopa reported that they had covered very similar issues. Additionally 

communication between Pharmacists and GP Practices, suggested organising an event to 

highlight issues and share concerns, plus using MURs to target patients that requires 

synchronising, those with high-cost medicines, those medicines subject to frequent 

wastage, sip-feeds etc.  

Mr Dean feedback that the main messages need to be aimed at the patient, GPs and 

pharmacist as to how the repeat prescription system works.  Not keen on the idea of 

highlighting expensive medication, if the patient has the appropriate medication. 

Suggested patient participation groups or multi-disciplinary groups to address these issues. 

Mr Prokopa to collate reports and circulate to MM Team.   Mr Eason to summarise 

exercise for work experience on costing waste. 

514-10 Commissioning and Services 
a) Continence service 

Dr Hall reported that due to technical difficulties the training for this service is not going to 

happen until September and the continence project will now go live in October.  

b) Alcohol service – Stafford Borough 

Mr Prokopa reported that we have received funding and will now order the scratch cards, 

all reporting will be done through PharmOutcomes and training for the Alcohol Services 

will take place in June and July. 

c) PharmOutcomes 

Mr Prokopa reported that we now have commitment from the PH and the AT to fund 

PharmOutcomes and also in talks with ADS the substances misuse team and will offer 

option to the T2Q team.  The main issue will be merging the existing licences for North 

Staffs and South Staffs, Mr Prokopa will be talking to Kevin Noble regarding licences over 

the next couple of days. 

d) Flu Vaccinations  

Mr Prokopa reported that the LPC are actively involved in discussions with the AT about a 

Staffordshire and Shropshire wide pharmacy flu vaccination service. Mr Prokopa has setup 

an expression of interest for the Flu Vaccination service 2014-15 on the LPC website so that 
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we can get a good picture of take up across Staffordshire and he asked members to 

encourage pharmacies to sign up. 

Public Health Campaigns 

Dr Hall reported that the Continence PH campaign will still be going ahead next month to 

raise awareness and posters will be available for HLP Pharmacies. Mr Prokopa clarified that 

there is still a requirement for Pharmacies to take part in the PH campaign and confirmed 

that the AT should supply materials, or provide information about how and where 

Pharmacies can access free literature, for example through appropriate organisations 

websites. There is no obligation on contractors to pay for such resources or to print off any 

leaflets or documents. Discussions with the AT is ongoing and appropriate resources to 

support the campaigns for 2014-15 will be identified and circulated. Mr Prokopa to 

highlight in the Newsletter. 

514-11 Regulation 
a) Approval of Change of Ownership Application – Brereton Pharmacy 

Mr Prokopa reported that he we had received notification of approval for change of 

ownership for Brereton Pharmacy to Northwood Dispensing Chemists Ltd. 

514-12 Information 
Dr Hall reported that Rachel Chapman has moved within PH to another department.   

 
 

514-16 Any Other Business 

Mr Eason highlighted the number of requests in his Pharmacy for Ameptop or EMLA by 

clients intending to get tattoos and has therefore stopped selling it for tattoos.  He 

explained that he has reported it to MHRA and GPhc, however it is unlikely they will take 

any action unless there are repeated reports. Mr Prokopa to highlight in the newsletter. 

Dr Hall reminded members that the service sub group will met in June prior to the next LPC 

meeting here at Burntwood Library. Mr Prokopa to confirm that we have use of this 

Meeting room prior to the LPC meeting.  

Dr Hall explained the LPC Officers cannot cover all of the MECC training sessions and asked 

where members are attending, would they introduce and close the training sessions on 

behalf of the LPC. Mr Prokopa to circulate the MECC training dates and those that Dr Hall 

and Mr Prokopa cannot cover. 

Mr Wilson enquired about Winter pressure funding after 30th June. Mr Prokopa reported 

that the stats are very positive and that we are in discussion with the AT with a view to 

getting it extended further. 

 Next Meeting 
Wednesday 11th June 2014 at 1.30pm for 1.45pm prompt start in the Meeting Room of 

Burntwood Library, Sankeys Corner, Bridge Cross Rd, Burntwood WS7 2BX  

 

 

LPC Meeting – 14th May 2014             Agenda items in BOLD 

Appendix 1 - Communications Report 

 

4.1 NHSE AT Communications 

Received 

a) 25/04/2014 – Tracy Hipgrave – Application offering to meet an identified need at 34 Notingham Drive, 

Willenhall copies of written representations NHS England has received. 

d) 02/05/2014 - Madeline Watkins - Application offering unforeseen benefits in the vicinity of retail parade, 

The Haymarket, Dovecotes, Wolverhampton by Imaan Ltd, copies of written representation NHS England 

has received. 

c) 14/04/2014 – Helen Whitehouse – Grant of Change of Ownership Application – Brereton Pharmacy 
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Sent 

a) 16/04/2014 – Tracy Hipgrave - LPC Response to Application offering to meet an identified need at 34 

Notingham Drive, Willenhall 

b) 16/04/2014 – Madeline Watkins – LPC Response to Application offering unforeseen benefits in the 

vicinity of retail parade, The Haymarket, Dovecotes, Wolverhampton by Imaan Ltd 

 

4.2 PSNC Communications 

Received 

a) 16/04/2014 – PSNC Newsletter: DH plans to transform primary care; New South East Coast 

Representative; Healthcare Landscape briefings  

b) 17/04/2014 – PSNC Update April 2014 Price Concessions 

c) 22/04/2014 – PSNC Update April 2014 Price Concessions 

d) 28/04/2014 – PSNC Newsletter:  PSNC Vice Chair and Subcommittee Chairs discuss funding, the future 

and PSNC’s work; April CPN; May Part VIIIB changes 

e) 06/04/2014 – PSNC’s Pricing Audit Centre – Bundle Error Report 

f) 07/05/2014 – PSNC Newsletter: More care needed to prevent asthma deaths; April edition of Hints & 

Tips; Key Parkinson’s Information and other resources 

 

4.3 Other Communications 

Received 

a) 22/04/2014 – Office of National Statistics – Quarterly Vacancy Survey 

b) 23/04/2014 – PharmOutcomes Support Team – April Newsletter 

c) 25/04/2014 – PharmOutcomes Support Team – Supporting Public health Campaigns 

d) 12/04/2014 – Thomas Feltham Final Week 

 

Appendix 2 – Meeting Reports 

Chief Operations Officer: 

a) 28/04/2014 – Staffs & Stoke PNA Group 

b) 29/04/2014 – Charles Russel Pharmacy Briefing  

c) 29/04/2014 - CD Local Intelligence Network 

d) 30/04/2014 – ADS Substance Misuse Service  

e) 30/04/2014 – Domo MURs – Sharuna Reddy 

f) 1/05/2014 – Novartis Flu Update 

g) 8/5/2014 – Staffordshire Carer’s Network  

 

Service Development Officer: 

a) 10/04/2014 - Vitamin Deficiency Meeting  

b) 11/04/2014 – Area Prescribing Group Meeting 

c) 16/04/2014 – Cannock & Stafford Medicines Management QIPP Meeting 

d) 25/04/2014 – Local Professional Network for Pharmacy meeting 

 


