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…what I joined to do…

• To save life
• To protect property
• To render humanitarian services



The swing to prevention

• 10 years ago SFRS introduced the Home Fire Risk 
Check (HFRC).

• Since 2004, £240,000  has been spent on smoke alarms 
and other safety products.

• Approximately 207, 773 HFRC have been completed.



What does Fire cost in Staffordshire?
Figure 1.0 Costs of incidents (cost of Fires taken from CLG 2004 report and Martin 
report 2011) 

Serious = any fire with fatality, casualty or rescue or where total damage is not 
limited to the item ignited. 

Minor = All fires limited where the total damage is limited the first item ignited and 
there are no fatalities, casualties or rescues. 

 

In order to reduce the cost of fire to our communities, we will be spending 
approximately £3m in undertaking HFRC’s for the current year 2013/14. 

Event Average cost in £ 
per event 

Average annual 
occurrence in 
SFRS (based on 
10 year data) 

Estimated total 
cost of domestic 
fires in pounds in 
Staffordshire per 
year 

Fatal fire 1,630,000 5 £8,150,000 

Serious fire 155,000 429 £66,495,000 

Minor fire 12,000 165 £1,980,000 

  Total £76,625,000 



Accidental Dwelling fires



Why is dementia an issue for Fire and 
Rescue Services?

• Ageing safely – Protecting an Ageing Population from 
the Risk of Fire in the Home.

• In the future more people with dementia will be living at 
home.

• Fire and Rescue Services staff will have a greater 
contact with people living with dementia. 

• The Kettle Story.



The impact of an ageing population on 
the Fire and Rescue Service



What are Fire and Rescue Services 
doing?

Fire and Rescue Service commitment to: 
– Working in partnership. 
– Dementia friendly communities.
– Commitment to incorporating technology. 

– Improving knowledge and awareness of dementia     
to ensure that staff can identify the signs and 
symptoms of dementia and refer on to the appropriate 
supporting organisation through internal training.

– SFRS is part of a national Dementia research group.



The next steps for the Fire and Rescue 
Service

• Continue the Fire and 
Rescue Service journey.

• Engagement in longer-
term prevention activities.

• Greater targeted support 
to People with dementia.



How can a partnership with the FRS help?

• Encouragement of take up of a home safety visit.

• Targeting of family members and carers.

• Reducing the risk of Fire in the home for some of the 
most vulnerable people within the County.

• Greater collaboration between Pharmacies and the FRS 
with demonstrate greater social value.

• Next steps.



Thank You
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