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My Ref: AW-56/SS  Date: 24 March 2017 
 
Re: Changes to Wider Sexual Health Services in Staffordshire 
 
As you may be aware, we have been working on a programme to change Sexual Health Services in 
Staffordshire, to ensure all the services are of the same quality for all who access them, as well as 
making them more cost effective in line with the current financial challenges.  

It is our responsibility to ensure that all Staffordshire residents have access to contraception, Sexually 
Transmitted Infection testing, and treatment should they require it. We have been able to ensure that 
this is maintained, and have focused remaining resources on the needs of those most at risk of poor 
sexual health. This has resulted in some changes to current services from 1 April 2017.  

I have now authorised the awarding of a contract to South Staffordshire and Shropshire Healthcare 
NHS Foundation Trust (SSSFT), to replace current contracts due to expire. They will be asked to 
provide an integrated Genito-Urinary Medicine (GUM) and contraception to residents in the south of the 
county from 1 April 2017. Thousands of Staffordshire residents access sexual health services every 
year so the need for the continued provision of sexual health services remains a priority. 

Everyone in Staffordshire will continue to have access to effective STI testing and treatment and 
contraception, although some may have to travel a little further to access them.  The clinics and their 
opening times will be communicated before the changes are made on 1 April. Integrated clinics will be 
retained in Stafford, Burton and Tamworth providing STI testing and treatment, and contraception, and 
will also continue to be provided in Cobridge by the Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent Partnership. The 
GUM clinic in Cannock will be replaced with a smaller clinic offering contraception and low level 
asymptomatic STI testing. We have also been working closely with NHS England to ensure that HIV 
services can continue to be provided in their current locations in Stafford, Burton, Tamworth and 
Cobridge.  

The overall number of contraception (CaSH) clinics may reduce across the area however the services 
will continue to be provided in areas identified as at most need, targeted at those at most risk of poor 
sexual health.   

It is also our intention to reduce services aimed at targeting prevention for poor sexual health across 
the whole county within the two contracts. This will include the pro-active Chlamydia screening 
programme; the service will no longer be providing you with Chlamydia screening kits. Both providers 
will however continue to operate targeted Condom Distribution Schemes. Any service users who 
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request the opportunity to be tested for Chlamydia should be directed to the SSSFT services.  We will 
provide more specific information on this as it becomes available. 

Free emergency contraception will continue to be provided in 129 community pharmacies across 
Staffordshire under the new contract with Lloyds.  

With the 1 April fast approaching we are working at pace with SSSFT to ensure transitionary 
arrangements are planned and communicated to stakeholders and members of the public in good time.   

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions in the meantime. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Alan White 
Cabinet Member for Health, Care and Wellbeing 
Councillor for Lichfield – Lichfield Rural East 


